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. SUBJECT: Wav—Bomb—PFF‘Araly51s of . M1851on “of SCHJECHAT & LOBAU Q/R‘s, VI:NVA ALSTR;
on .20 February 1945. : ; e : :

TO z 'uommaud&ng General, Flfteenth Alr Foroe, APO 520
© (Attn: Tactics Sectlon) ;
1. Navigatidn Analysis: -
a. Wﬁhg Rendéiﬁous -
1st Wave — TUEMOLI . Briefed - Actual

Leard 8,000 £t 09334 = 12,500 £t =~ 0935A 7
97th 9,500 £t 09334 12,000 ft  093hLA"

MR w o P T TERTES CRGSER T TS

483rd. 6,500 £t 09334 10,000 £t 09394
21’ld Mave — ¥West T]_p LAY" ""‘SINA b . g
o9th 6,500 ft  O93uA - 9,700°£L 0936k

b. Keypoint {slBENIK},»

1st Weve-  h63rd 14,000 £t 10274 © 15,000 £t 10334 ..
© " ohh 15,500 £t 10274 17,000 £t 10324
o kE3na 12,500 $t 1027A 14,700 o 1035h

2nd Wave - - - 2nd 14,000 £t 10314 13,000 £t 102934
ST sp1st. 15,500 £t 10314 . 14,000 £5 . 10314
’ T99th- 12,500 £t 10314 . 16,800 £t 1;1034A R

10; Target data (Bfieféd aﬁd_éc ual altltude, tlme and axis of attack)
1st Wave -

wb3rd 26,000 £t 1300A. 216 degs.  26,000.ft 13034 230 degs—
. "9Tth 27,500 £t 13004 216 degs. 27,700 £t 13034 219 degs
483ra 20,500 6 13004 216 degs 25,000 £t 13114 230 degs

ond Wave = _
ond 26,000 f£b.. 130kA . 216 degs .. 26,000 £t 13024 228 degs
: 2nd (D D@X) KAPFENBERG.. . . .. 25,000 Pt 13264158 degs
301st 27,500 £t 130kA 216 degs 27,500 ft 13034 224 degs
| T99th . 24,500 £t - 130k4. 216 degs 24,500 It 13094 190 degs

-fgrmd?ﬁ‘Flve~teqths cumulus and strato—cumu4us clouds, bases at L,000 ft, tops
"~ .at 8,000 ft at rendezvous, forced Gps to rendezvous 2 - B,OOO ft high
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ane 483ra Bomb Group using FLGR¢SDORF l]Y for their aiming point, had
~with an indicated air speed of 150 mph. The bomblng formation was A &
intervalometer settlng mas 150 f£.  Thé bombing was believed to be gooc
from the study of bomb strikes through holes in'the undercast. OCne aily
_craft bombed POLA, ITAL LY with results being unobserved due to sharpnesv
of rally. No malfunctions were reported "B

The 2nd Bomb Group leadlng the 2nd Wave attacked the- prlmary'\LOBAU 0/F

v visual off set method. D be‘be¢ng of f to the right in course held the

c o h P I D TIAL

-"’ IS &

(Nav—Bowb—PFF Anal's1s Por Hission OF 20 Feb A5, Cont'd}

and severaT munutes ?ate.

meather caused no- dllflculty in nav1gatlon. Tﬁe 97th Croup “enortea
route flak at CAHAREC (4624/1626) and (A043/1622)

" Escort “for tne 1lst Wave was flrst sighted at 11334 at (h539/1605)
Brlefed rendezvous -Was 1207A at (4716/1707) L - |

Escort for,tﬂe.second wave was first 31gnted“ét il55A aﬂ'(A642/1652).

Briefed rendezvous was 12114 at (4716/1707)."

mbing Analysis:

The 463rd, 97th’ and &SBrd Bomb Groups were briefed to attack and destre
SCHWECHAT O/R, VIENNA, AUSTRIA on 20 February 1945. The 2nd, 301lst ani
99th Bomb Groups were briefed to attack and destroy LOBAU O/R VIENNA,:

AUSTRIA on 20 February 1945. The ‘oomb load for all Grouus was 500 lb“f

RDX fused .1 nose and mixed 0L and 025 tail.

The A63rd had a seven minute v1sua7 Ofl set bomo rin f“om.an altltude
of 26,000 ft and with an indicated air speed of 150 mph. 1he bombing
form;t¢on was sqdns in trail with the intervalometéer set’ ab minimum,
Thirty seconds before bombs away the 2nd Bomb Group cut in front of B
Squadron. The prop wash tumbled the Lead Ship Gyro but since the bomb—
ardier already had his rate set up he let the bombs go. . The briefed -
axis of attack Wwas not 1ollowed becaase the Group cut snort of the IP
The bomb strike photos ‘show-the bo;bs of two sgdns hltthg short and '/

“to the right of the- +arget with scattered hits in the targeu area. No

alPunctlons were reporte

The 97th Bomb Croup atta cked ‘the primary by using a six minute PFF bom
run from an altitude of 27, 700 £t and with an 1ndlcabed air speed of .

- 145mph. The formation was sqdns in trall w1th the intervalometer se*'

at 150 ft. All”sqans startéd thei T run by‘PFF using FLCRISDORF M/Y as
their aiming point but the lead. .of the 2hd attack.unit (C & D boxes)
could see enough of the target area for the lead bombardler to make sor
last minute corrections. Strikes were seen in the SGHAFCPéi‘O/R and
alse the rail yards. No malfunctions were reported.

a six minute PFF synchronous bomb run from an altitude of 25,000 ft anc

C boxes in trail with B & D flying hlgn right off of & & G hoxes., The

A box bombed visuwally, B & C Box set up a visual course and bombed by

bombs and bombed tdrget of opportunlty“(hAPFENBhRG TANK™ JOHRS) visually
A, B & C boxes bombed from boxes 1n trail =zsing a ten minute bomb run
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(Nav-Bomb-FPFF. Analysis for Mission qf 2@ Feb 45, Cont'd.) R

- from an altitude of 26,1 O@ feet and with an indicated air-speed of

150 MPH The 1ntervalerter setting for all boxes was minimum. A
and B boxes hit short but! bombs carried throught the target area.

C box hit left and out51d9 of target area. D box bombing KndeXBURE
TANK WORKS, hit short but bombs carried through the target area.
One aircraft had a bombsight malfunction; one aircraft had rack
trouble and one airéraft had intervalometer ma“functlon,

The 301st Bomb Groun bombed the primary target using FLORISDCRF for
their aiming point due to scattered low ©loud blocking out target
area. The Group bombed squadrons in trail, using a seven minute PFI
run from an altitude of 27,500 feet and with an indicated alr—Speed
of 145 MPH., The run was started by PFF, but the clouaq cleared gusL
before bombs away, giving the box leaders time to make last minute’

of f-set corrections. No bomb strikes were observed and no ma;func%
ions reported, - 3

The 99th Bomb Group attacked the primary, VIENNA LOBAU 0/R, using a
five minute visual bomb run from an altitude of 24,500 feet and w1t*
an indicated air-speed of 150 ¥MPH, The Group started the bomb run’

by PFF with squadrons in trail. About five minutes before bombs awc

the clouds cleared aznd all box leaders were able to bake over from .
the Miki and make a visual run. A & B boxes hit to the right of the
MPI about 1,500 feet G &PD boxes got good hits in the center of .
target area. Plctures from all anr boxes shew the same- coverage.
No malfunctions were reported.
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